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Dr. Moses Mason House, ca. 1930s 


THE BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AND THE DR. MOSES MASON HOUSE: 
THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS 

1994 marks the 20th anniversary of the Society’s acqui- 
sition of the Dr. Moses Mason House. Some of the high- 
lights of the past two decades are listed below: 

1972 - Dr. Moses Mason House placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 

1972-73 - Dr. Moses Mason House restored by the William 
Bingham II Trust for Charity 

1974 - Dr. Moses Mason House given to the Society, dedi- 
cated, furnished and opened to the public 

Publication of booklet "Dr. Moses Mason and his House” 
Special Edition of the Bethel Citizen published in honor of 
the dedication of the Dr. Moses Mason House and the 
bicentenary of the settlement of Bethel 

1975 - First annual Heritage Day held 

“Family Farm” exhibit and booklet published with the 
support of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Microfilming of old newspapers project begun with the 
support of the Maine State Commission on the Arts and 
Humanities 

Eva Bean Research Room constructed with funds from the 
William Bingham II Trust for Charity 
>ociety awarded Certificate of Commendation by the 
American Association for State and Local History for 
“an effective program of preservation, publications, 
and education” 


1976 - Society sponsors “Old Fashioned Fourth” in honor 
of nation’s bicentennial observance 

The Bethel Courier, Society quarterly founded 
Society hosts Maine League of Historical Societies and 
Museums annual meeting 

Eva Bean Research Room dedicated during tenth anniver- 
sary festivities 

Historic marker system initiated, first one placed at 
Bartlett Cemetery 

Annual professional audit system established 
“Made in Bethel” booklet published 

1977 - Society offers courses in history, genealogy and 
crafts for the first time 

Society hosts volunteer workshop sponsored by the 
American Association of Museums 
First Dr. Moses Mason Award given for best student his- 
torical essay 

Broad Street named to the National Register 
"Bethel’s Broad Street” booklet published 

1978 - Constitution revised to add trustees and define 
other positions 

Broad Street Historic District dedicated by Senator 
Edmund S. Muskie 

Society receives news of endowment of $250,000 from 
William Bingham II Trust for Charity to be received over 
the next five years 

1979 - Society cookbook published 
Annual endowment campaign begun 

Historical Society calendar available for the first time 

1980 - Society sponsors Oxford County Historic Resource 
Survey with grant from the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission 

First “Sudbury Canada Days” held 

A. D. Shattuck’s "Sunset at Bethel” on exhibit, loaned by 
Vassar College 

Society Director attends Seminar for Historical 
Administration at Colonial Williamsburg 
Society membership hits 400 level for first time 
Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show established 
Dr. Moses Mason Birthday party held for first time 
Summer house moved to the Society grounds 

1981 - First film series held with the support of the Maine 
Humanities Council 
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(Annual Fund, continued from page 1) 

Lapham’s History of Bethel reprinted 
Indian Raid ‘81 bicentennial and Indian Raid special edi- 
tion published 

New editions of “Molly Ockett” and “Dr. Moses Mason and 
his House” published 

Summer house stationery offered for the first time 

1982 - Gift of Twitchell folk art portraits to the Society 
Adoption of personnel, accession and de-accession poli- 
cies 

Museum Assessment Program grant 

Gift of R. P. Tolman’s portrait of Dr. Moses Mason 

1983 - Society loans Dr. Mason portrait and other artifacts 
to the Maine at Statehood exhibit at Bowdoin College, 
Colby College and other locations throughout the State 

Society membership passes 500 level 

1984 - “Grass Roots” history course offered to Telstar High 
School students for first time 

1880 Adas maps of Bethel reprinted 
“Adams Chronicles” film series 
Twitchell Portraits exhibit 
Martha Fifield Wilkins exhibit 

1985 - Publication of Thomas C. Hubka’s BIG HOUSE, 
LITTLE HOUSE, BACK HOUSE, BARN: THE CONNECT- 
ED FARM BUILDINGS OF NEW ENGLAND which 
includes several Bethel Historical Society photographs 

Museum Assessment Grant II awarded 
Publication of Chester Harding catalog by the National 
Portrait Gallery containing photographs of the Mason 
portraits 

"Maine at Statehood” exhibit 

Conference on Rural Reform hosted by the Society 

“A Good Stand of Buildings" exhibit 

“Early Peoples of Northern Maine” exhibit 

"William Rogers Chapman, 1855-1935” exhibit 

Society membership tops 600 

1986 - Publication of a new and expanded edition of Eva 
Bean’s EAST BETHEL ROAD 

Long-Range Planning Committee formed 

New railroad stationery offered for first time 

New Society brochure published 

Second imprint of Lapham’s HISTORY OF BETHEL 

Eight honorary members added to Society rolls 

1987 - Bequest received to establish Austin F. Twitchell 
Fund to benefit collections 

Marjorie MacArthur Noll Volunteer Service Award estab- 
lished; Floribel Haines, first recipient 
Publication by the Society of OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE: 
A GUIDE TO ITS HISTORIC RESOURCES by Society 
curator Randall H. Bennett 

Society sponsors oral history workshop with Northeast 
Folklore Archives of the University of Maine 
Society receives Harry W. Rowe Award from Maine League 
of Historical Societies and Museums for “an outstand- 
ing contribution to state and local history” 

Society receives a Preservation Award from the Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission 
Society membership tops 700 


RAT added to Society collections 
Maine Old Cemetery Records added to Society collections 
Sudie Vachon receives Marjorie MacArthur Noll Volunteer 
Service Award 

Society membership tops 800 

1989 - Microfilm cabinet donated to the Society in honor 
of E. Louise Lincoln by her family 

Seven Honorary members added to Society rolls 
Society sponsors Norumbega project with the Bethel 
Library 

Barbara Herrick Brown receives Marjorie MacArthur Noll 
Volunteer Service Award 

Society publishes BETHEL, MAINE CEMETERIES 

1990 - Persis Post receives Marjorie MacArthur Noll 
Volunteer Service Award 

Grant received from William Bingham II Trust for Charity 
and the Bingham Betterment Fund to prepare a pictor- 
ial history of Bethel as part of Maine Street ‘90 

1991 - Society membership tops 900 
Constitution and By-Laws Revised 

Second edition of Molly Ockett booklet published 
Helen Morton receives Noll Volunteer Service Award 
Publication of Randall H. Bennett’s BETHEL, MAINE: AN 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

1992 - First Hall Memorial Lecture held featuring Sarah 
McMahon of Bowdoin College 

Margaret Herrick Oakes Book Fund established with $1000 
bequest from her estate 

Friends and relatives of Agnes H. Haines establish fund in 
her memory to fund local history and genealogical 
books and related resources 

Society commended by the American Association for State 
and Local History for "an outstanding record of publi- 
cation in local and regional history” 

Elizabeth Mason Carter receives Noll Volunteer Service 
Award 

1993 - Kilgore family reunion held for first time at the Dr. 
Moses Mason House 

Society receives challenge grant to publish a book on the 
history of the Richardson Lakes region from the 
Bingham Betterment Fund 
Society membership exceeds 1000 
Annual Fund Campaign established by Board of Trustees 
Society sponsors Preservation Award for first time - hon- 
oring the restoration of the Civil War soldier’s monu- 
ment fence and the Middle Intervale Meeting House 
First Fourth of July brass band concert and community 
picnic held on the grounds of the Dr. Moses Mason 
House 

Rosalind Rowe Chapman receives Noll Volunteer Service 
Award 

New walking and driving tour brochures published 

1994 - Three honorary members added to the Society rolls 
by the Board of Trustees: Oliver Anderson, Rosalind 
Chapman, and Rodney Howe 

Society trustees approve the concept of another museur'' 
building on the grounds of the Dr. Moses Mason House 
for exhibition, research, and storage of collections 


1988 - Fifty years of the Norway ADVERTISER-DEMOC- 
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HISTORY OF THE BETHEL 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

by Arlene G. and Donald S. Brown 

(continued from the last issue) 

In the fall of 1944, Rev. William Penner became the min- 
ister. He was a congregationalist minister who had been 
preaching at the Congregational Church at Rumford Point, 
and also at the Methodist Church at Rumford Center. Rev. 
Penner with wife, Sara, daughters, Amy and Gertrude and 
son Billy moved into the parsonage. The girls attended 
Gould and Billy was in elementary school. 

Rev. Penner would hold early services in the Rumford 
churches before having the 11 o’clock service here. Evans 
Wilson assisted him. Rev. Penner was well-liked by the 
towns-people as well as in his own church. The M. Y. F. 
was active. The Eleanor Gordon Guild sponsored a 
Minstrel Show in 1949. 

There was no pastor available when Rev. Penner left to 
go to Barnet, VT, so Evans Wilson, Forest Stowell and Rev. 
Ernest Smith, a retired minister, supplied for the winter. 

Rev. David Hickland and his wife came in 1950 and 
served until 1953. During these years the vestry was redec- 
orated with the walls of the vestry and upper hall covered 
part way with knotty pine paneling. Also, the foundation 
was repaired and necessary shingling done. The parsonage 
was painted, insulated, and storm windows installed. 

When Rev. Hickland resigned in 1953, the church was 
supplied by several ministers until Rev. Robert Carter, a 
student minister, came and preached his First sermon on 
Easter Sunday, 1953. He was attending Theology School in 
Boston, coming to Bethel Friday night and returning to 
Boston Monday night. Furnishings for the parsonage such 
as living room and dining room furniture and an electric 
range were supplied by the church since the Carters had 
none of their own. There was a large increase in church 
attendance and other activities at this time. Rev. Carter 
was ordained in May 1955. 

In 1955, a 24’ x 35’ annex was built on the back of the 
church to be used for Sunday school, nursery and recre- 
ational activities. Materials were donated by Leslie Davis. 
Labor was donated by the crews of Richard Davis, Hanover 
Dowel Company, and men of the church. 

In the spring of 1955, the W. S. C. S., at the suggestion of 
Elsie Davis, decided to try a Gift Shop on Friday afternoons 
from the first of June until September. “The Friday Gift 
Shop” has been a successful project for nearly forty years. 

In the fall of 1955, a new woodburning furnace was 
installed in the church at a cost of $1100. 

Rev. Dwight McMahon was minister of the church from 
1956 to 1958. 

In July 1956, Vacation Bible School had an attendance of 
100 children. In the fall of the same year a passage was 
built between the church and the annex, and lights 
installed in the annex. 

In 1956, the church lost its faithful Lay Leader, Evans 
Wilson, when he went to preach at Madison and North 
Anson. 

In 1958, Rev. Richard Hamilton, a Boston University 
School of Theology student, came here, commuting to 
Boston each week. He and his wife, Arlene, served the 
parish very successfully until called to South Portland in 
1963. 


PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

As we celebrate twenty years of operations in the 
Dr. Moses Mason House, it is natural for Society 
members to reflect on the many accomplishments 
and activities that have been achieved and conducted 
over a generation. Programs, publications and acqui- 
sitions have continued to entertain, educate and 
inform area residents about their local history. A 
chronology of the highlights of the Bethel Historical 
Society is included in this publication. 

The Society’s need for additional storage exhibi- 
tion, and research space has become an important 
concern. If we are to continue to grow and prosper we 
must face this challenge. To meet these needs we will 
again be calling on the energies of our devoted volun- 
teers and the support of our membership. 

The next twenty years will see the Society enter a 
new phase of growth and development. We look for- 
ward to this challenge and feel confident that with 
help from our members and friends, we will be able 
to meet and overcome any obstacles we may face. 

Charles F. Raymond 


In 1958, the Methodist and Congregational Churches 
joined in sponsoring a Vacation Bible School for two weeks 
in July. Oil-fired baseboard heat was put in the parsonage 
that year. 

A Memorial Fund was established in 1958. Using money 
from that fund a tape recorder and public address system 
were installed and chimes were played from the church 
tower Sunday mornings. In the summer of this year, the W. 
S. C. S. gave candle holders and a cross for the Worship 
Center which was put in the church in 1957 in memory of 
Mary Lapham. 

In June 1960, The Eleanor Gordon Guild gave a recep- 
tion for ten graduating seniors. 

On Mollyockett Day in 1960 the W. S. C. S. had a candy 
booth and the Eleanor Gordon Guild had a “Fish Pond" 
and ice cream stand. During the fall and winter of this year, 
the Men’s Brotherhood redecorated the kitchen, dining 
room, furnace room and vestry. A quiet time prayer vigil 
was held at the church on December 31, 1960, from 3 to 4 
P.M. 

During the years of Rev. Hamilton’s tenure the junior 
and senior choirs were directed by Mrs. Hamilton, an 
accomplished singer, and the junior and senior M. Y. F. 
groups were very active as was the Couples’ Club which 
sponsored a Variety Show in 1961. The proceeds from this 
show were used to buy a lighted church sign. 

In 1963, a new front entrance door was given to the 
church in memory of Dr. Sherman S. Greenleaf. 

From 1963 to 1965 Rev. Donald Hess served the church 
with wife, June, and two children. In March of 1965 he 
went to Selma, Alabama, to participate in a Civil Rights 
march. 

In the mid 1960s, Sunday School was held summer and 
winter with an average attendance of 67. Children from the 
church attended Methodist Camp at Winthrop each sum- 
mer. Nesta Littlefield was organist and choir director, and 
Virginia Walker directed the junior choir. 

(continued on page 4) 
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SOCIETY SALES DEPARTMENT 

The Society maintains a selection of modestly priced gifts and 
historical publications. These may be ordered at the prices listed 
below. Maine residents should include 6% sales tax. Orders under 
$10 should include $1 for postage and handling; those over $10 but 
under $20 should include $2 and all those over $20 should include 


$3 for postage and handling. 

Moses Mason House Tile $3.50 

Stationery (package of ten sheets and ten envelopes) $2 ea. 

Moses Mason House Bethel Railroad Station 

Summer House Bethel Covered Bridge 

Booklets 

"Bethel's Broad Street" 75 1 

'The Family Farm" 75c 

"Made in Bethel" 75 C 

"Dr. Moses Mason and His House" $1 

"Molly Ockett" $2 

Maps and Atlases 

1880 Map of Bethel Hill $2 

1880 Map of Entire Town (Bethel) $2 

1878 Bird's Eye View of Bethel Hill $1 

1858 Atlas of Oxford County $7.50 

Tote Bag (Moses Mason Museum logo) sm. $7.50 lg. $11.50 
Placemats, 4 Season (set of four) $7.50 

Books 

Carrie Wight, A HISTORY OF NEWRY $5 

Hutchinson, THE RUMFORD FALLS & RANGELEY 

LAKES RAILROAD $20 

BETHEL, MAINE CEMETERIES $9.50 

Russell, INDIAN NEW ENGLAND BEFORE THE 

MAYFLOWER $15.95 

N.F. Little, AMERICAN DECORATIVE WALL 

PAINTING 1700-1850 $9.95 

R. Crosby, FROM AN OLD LEATHER TRUNK $5 

W.B. Lapham, HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, 

MAINE $19.95 

THE WHITE MOUNTAINS: PLACE & 

PERCEPTIONS $9.95 

Holt, GRAND TRUNK LINES OF NEW ENGLAND $29.95 
D.B. Wight, WILD RIVER WILDERNESS $4 

Francis Parkman, THE GOULD ACADEMY STORY $7.50 
MAINE IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC $29.95 

Thomas Hubka, BIG HOUSE, LITTLE HOUSE, BACK 
HOUSE BARN: THE CONNECTED FARM BUILDINGS 
OF NEW ENGLAND Paper $22.95. Cloth $35 

Bennett, BETHEL, MAINE: AN ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY $39.95 

M. F. King, ANNALS OF OXFORD $48 

R. Crosby, I WAS A SUMMER BOARDER $5 

A TRUTHFUL LIKENESS: CHESTER HARDING AND 

HIS PORTRAITS $25 

Paula Wight, NEWRY PROFILES $5 

Eva Bean, EAST BETHEL ROAD $50 

R.H. Bennett, OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE $18 

William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF BETHEL, 

1768-1890 $45 

F.W. Kilbourne, CHRONICLES OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS $20 

N. T. True, HISTORY OF BETHEL $21 

T-Shirts 

Moses Mason Museum (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) $7 

Moses Mason Museum (Child's) (4-6-8-10-12-14) $6 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) $7 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Child's) (4-6-8-10-12-14) $6 

Post Cards: Dr. Mason, Agnes Mason, 

Moses Mason House W<t ea. 


Members of the Bethel Historical Society are entitled to a io% 
discount for purchases totaling $10 or more. Please send orders to 
the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, Maine 04217. They will be sent 
by return mail. 


(Methodist Church, continued from page 3) 

From 1965 to 1969, Rev. George Stebbins, wife, Jackie, 
and four children were here. He was the son of a mission- 
ary and had spent his early years in Indo-China. He insti- 
gated many improvements and repairs. 

Rev. Fred Bailey (wife, Ann-Louise, and daughters, 
Lynette and Heather) was pastor from 1969 to 1971. 

In 1972 and 1973, Rev. James Nason served the parish. 

The 1973 Proposed Budget listed the pastor’s salary as 
$4600. 

From 1974 to 1979, Rev. Ronald McKinstry served the 
church and while here introduced and suggested many 
changes. He was ordained in June 1977. 

In January 1978, the W. S. C. S. became the U. M. W. 
(United Methodist Women). 

From 1980 to 1983, Rev. Millett Cummings, a retired 
minister from Norway, Maine, served as pastor three days 
a week. During this time the emergency exit in the sanctu- 
ary was insulated and winterized and a sump pump was 
installed in the furnace room. 

In January 1980, Randy Chretien was sponsored and 
accepted as a candidate at Bangor Seminary. He is now the 
pastor of two churches in the Brewer, Maine area. 

In 1980-81-82, during January and February and sum- 
mer vacations, the Methodists and Congregationalists 
held Union Services, alternating churches. 

In the early 1980s, Phyllis Dock conducted several work- 
shops on “You, Your Church, and Your Community.” 

Accomplishments of the church in the early 1980s would 
include: insulation and storm windows for the dining 
room; a telephone in the kitchen; the installation of a new 
oil furnace; ceiling fans in the sanctuary; choir loft redeco- 
ration in memory of Mr. and Mrs. H. I. Bean; the Blue 
Room connecting the church and annex refinished in 
memory of Earl Davis; new American and Christian flags 
dedicated in memory of Sidney Dyke; the memorial win- 
dows in the sanctuary insulated on the outside with plexi- 
glass; a Senior Citizen Meal Site established at the church. 

Rev. Guy Downing was pastor of the church from 1983 
to 1986. A chair lift for the handicapped was installed in the 
stairway in 1985. Edna York was choir director at this time 
and the organist was Susan Glines. 

In 1986, Rev. Lisa Vonderhyde was assigned to this 
church and served until the spring of 1993. Her goals of 
having an active Youth Group, a Vacation Bible School, 
and Lay Leaders assisting in the Worship Services were 
realized. Rev. Vonderhyde was ordained a Deacon in 1987 
and an Elder in 1989. 

In September of 1990, Bishop Skeete conducted a wor- 
ship service here. 

During the town’s reconstruction work on Main Street 
in the early 1990s, a new water pipe was laid from the 
church to the Main Street main. 

As a result of very successful suppers provided by an 
ambitious committee led by Hope Tibbetts and Muriel 
Butters in the early 1990s, the following purchases and 
improvements have been made. A new refrigerator and 
cooking utensils have been purchased and new cupboards 
installed. Linoleum has been laid on the kitchen floor. The 
cement floor in the dining room has been smoothed, and 
carpet laid there as well as in the hall and on the stairs. 
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In November 1992, the church purchased a Monitor 
heater for the annex from Brooks Bros. Inc. for $1000. 

At this writing, Burton Abbott is the oldest living mem- 
ber of this church, having joined on November 24, 1912. 

To bring this history right up to date - the Bethel United 
Methodist Church is welcoming a new minister, Rev. 
Henry S. Nickerson, who with two of his four children 
recently moved into the newly redecorated parsonage on 
Mason Street. 

So, like a great many churches, the Bethel United 
Methodist Church, despite its “ups” and “downs” has 
always had a faithful and dedicated group which has kept 
the church going all these years - and it’s still going strong! 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP LIST (as of May 1, 1994) 

Honorary 

Olive Anderson, Newry; Barbara H. Brown, Bethel; Julia 
Brown, Bethel; Maxine Brown, Oxford; Norris Brown, 
Bethel; Elizabeth Mason Carter, West Bethel; Rosalind R. 
Chapman, Bethel; Floribel Haines, Bethel; Rodney Howe, 
Bethel; E. Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Frederick McMillin 
Bethel; Helen Morton, Bethel; Persis Post, Bethel; 
Marguerite Quinn, Norway; Ranald Stevens, Bethel; Sarah 
Stevens, Bethel; Mildred C. Thomas, Bethel; Edmond J. 
Vachon, Bethel; Sudie Vachon, Bethel; Edna B. York, 
Bethel 

Life 

Alberta Angevine, Bethel; Avery Angevine, Bethel; Ernest 
Angevine, Bethel; Mary Angevine, Bethel; Roland E. Annis, 
Jr., Bethel; Laurel Atkinson, Norway; Charles Austin, 
Orlando, FL; John Balentine, Somersworth, NH; Jean 
Barker, Delray Beach, FL; Alvin L. Barth, Bethel; N. T. 
Bartholomaei, LaGrangeville, NY; Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; 
Keith Bartlett, Bethel; Suzanne Bartlett, Bethel; William P. 
Bartlett, Dover- Foxcro ft; Kathleen Bean, Bryant Pond; 
Randall Bennett, Bethel; Francine Lake Bergman, Key 
Colony Beach, FL; Francis Berry, Bethel; Mary Lou Berry, 
Bethel; Tamara Mills Billings, Bryant Pond; Jeanne Bletzer, 
Woodstock, VT; Garret Bonnema, Bethel; Melody 
Bonnema, Bethel; Florine E. Bowden, Bethel, Dorothy F. 
Brinck, South Paris; Carolyn Brooks, Bethel; Dale S. 
Brouse, Frazier Park, CA; Arlene Brown, Bethel; Arnol K. 
Brown, Bethel; Barbara D. Brown, Bethel; Barbara H. 
Brown, Bethel; Donald Brown, Bethel; John K. Brown, 
Bethel; Julia B. Brown, Bethel; Leland Brown, Bethel; Marie 
Brown, Bethel; Norris Brown, Bethel; Robert Brown, 
Hanover; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Sumner Burgess, Bethel; 
Beatrice Burris, Bethel; Ralph Burris, Bethel; Catherine 
Lyon Bush, Belmont, MA; Richard D. Bush, Belmont, MA; 
Donald W. Calderwood, Mesa, AZ; Mary Calderwood, 
.^Mesa, AZ; Ina Carey, Framingham, MA; Ann B. Carlson, 
Friendship; Jane Carlson, Bethel; Judith A. Carroll, 
Gorham, NH; Lee F. Carroll, Gorham, NH; Earlene 
Chadbourne, North Saco; Philip Chadbourne, Bethel; 
Theodore S. Chadbourne, North Saco; Mary Champe, 
Rumford Center; Lynda H. Chandler, Bethel; Stephen C. 



Shireen Vincent in the Society's Eva Bean Research Room. 


MEMBER PROFILE 
SHIREEN VINCENT 

Bom 7 February 1938 in Boston, MA, the daughter of 
Chester H. and Marion W. Sneider, Shireen Vincent gradu- 
ated from Cambridge Latin School in 1955, the University 
of Maine in 1959, Stephen F. Austin State University (M.A. 
in history) in 1977. She married Jerry Vincent in 1959 and 
moved to Texas in 1967 with her husband and three sons. 
In Texas she was deputy director of a community action 
agency, serving a six county region of East Texas and was a 
board member of RSVP, the East Texas Private Industry 
Council and the East Texas Area Agency on Aging. 

In 1992, she and her husband returned to New England, 
settling in West Bethel. Here she serves on the Public 
Relations Committee of the Mahoosuc Arts Council, and 
the Education Committee of the Bethel Area Health 
Center. She has been secretary of the Bethel Historical 
Society and clerk of the Board of Trustees since 1993. 

In 1992, she began volunteering on a regular basis in the 
Society office and research room where she assists with a 
wide variety of projects. Her hobbies include cross country 
skiing, gardening, camping, and sewing. 

Chandler, Bethel; Amy Chapman, Locke Mills; Daphne A. 
Chapman, Peabody, MA; Ethel L. Chapman, Bethel; 
Donald Christie, Gray; Dorothy Christie, Gray; Lt. Col. 
Norman G. Clanton (Ret), Bethel; Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; 
Edith Robertson Clemens, Pahokee, FL; Fillmore Clough, 
Bethel; Shirley Clough, Bethel; Isabel T. Coburn, New 
Harbor; Howard Cole, Bethel; Virginia Cole, Bethel; Robert 
B. Congdon, Isle- boro; Bruce Connor, Chelmsford, MA; 
Gayle Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Eva N. Conroy, Auburn; 
Rupert D. Conroy, Auburn; John W. Conzelman, Palm 
Springs, CA; Inez C. Conzelman, Palm Springs, CA; 
Margaret Cousins, Bethel; William Cousins, Bethel; 
Cynthia A. Cox, Perth, Scotland; Robert A. Crane, Norway; 
Suzanne P. Crane, Norway; Madeleine Hall Dampier, 
Gainesville, FL; Amy Davis, Bethel; Pauline P. Davis, 
Bethel; Rita Davis, Bethel; Robert L. Davis, Bethel; Helena 
Decker, Oxford; Patricia C. Dooen, Bethel; Sharon Dooley, 
Concord, CA; Barbara Douglass, Bethel; Dana C. Douglass, 
Jr., Bethel; Grace Douglass, Bethel; Richard Douglass, 
Bethel; Francis Lane Dunn, Round Pond; Aline Dupont, 
Gray; Hugh S. Durgin, N. Waterford; Mariann Mills Durgin, 
North Waterford; Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; 

(continued on page 6) 
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(Membership, continued from page 5) 

Donald Eddy, Haverford, PA; Sylvia Ellis, Andover; Lucretia 
B. Evans, Bronx, NY; Olive Grover Ferguson, Exeter, NH; 
Lincoln B. Fiske, Sr., Bethel; Suzanne Fiske, Bethel; 
Thomas J. Ford, Bethel; Wendy T. Ford, Bethel; John B. 
Fox, Jr., Andover; Julia G. Fox, Andover; Allan Fraser, 
Bethel; Doris Fraser, Bethel; Barbara Freeman, Portland; 
Gordon M. Gillies, Hebron; Mary Gillies, Hebron; David 
Grover Glascock, Daytona Beach, FL; Dorothy Glascock, 
Cedar Falls, LA; Dr. John C. Glascock, Cedar Falls, LA; 
Philippa Glines, Bethel; Lillian H. Grant, Gorham; Robert 

L. Greenleaf, N. Scituate, RI, Harry Earnshaw Grover, Jr., 
Deerfield, IL; John T. Grover, Bethel; Anne Hackwell, N. 
Easton, MA; Rodney Hackwell, N. Easton, MA; Beverly 
Haines, Bethel; Peter Haines, Bethel; Carol B. 
Hardenbrook, Biddeford; Mary Lee Harris, Naples, FL; 
Cathy Howe Hart, Bangor; Dr. John Hart, Bangor; Charles 
S. Haselton, Bangor; Beryl Haskell, New Gloucester; Annie 
Hastings, Bethel; Faye Hastings, W. Paris; Florence 
Hastings, Bethel; Carolyn Hatch, Bethel; Walter Hatch, 
Bethel; Richard 0. Hathaway, Montpelier, VT; Bruce W. 
Hazelton, Cumberland Ctr.; John Head, Bethel; Fumiko 
Head, Bethel; Olive Head, W. Bethel; Charles H. Heino, 
Boothbay; Reona B. Heino, Boothbay Harbor; Pamela 
Heydon, Wilton, CT; Elizabeth L. Hines, Brookline; 
Dorothea Hitzrot, Topsham; Barbara Honkala, Bethel; 
Rudolf Honkala, Bethel; Jane Hosterman, West Bethel; 
Richard Hosterman, West Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; 
Clarence W. Howe, Bethel; Diane Howe, Bethel; Gabrielle 
Howe, Rockville, MD; Geraldine S. Howe, Bethel; Joan 
Howe, Bethel; John Gregory Howe, Severn, MD; John W. 
Howe, Vancouver, BC; Rodney Howe, Bethel; Sandra G. 
Howe, Severn, MD; Stanley R. Howe, Bethel; Sue Howe, 
Bethel; Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel; Harlan J. Hutchins, 
Bethel; James E. Hutchins, Bethel; Allidah lies, Rumford 
Center; Dr. Robert lies, Rumford Center; Betty Jackson, 
Chapel Hill, NC; Norma R. Jodrey, Bethel; Charlotte K. 
Johnson, Westford, MA; Donald O. Johnston, Las Vegas, 
NV; Helen Jones, Sabattus; Robert Jones, Sabattus; Albert 
E. Judkins, Peru; Helen Varner Judkins, Vero Beach, FL; 
Paul A. Judkins, Vero Beach, FL; Alice Keddy, Gorham; 
Eunice G. Keddy, Plainsville, MA; Ronald H. Keddy, 
Plainsville, MA; Royden A. Keddy, Gorham; Rebecca 
Kendall, Bethel; Robert Keniston, Bethel; Virginia 
Keniston, Bethel; Alden Kennett, Bethel; Edward A. 
Kenneit, Bethel; Mabel Kennett, Bethel; Susan Kettinger, 
Salem, NH; William H. Kieffer III, Bethel; Christina Anita 
Kilgore, Nipomo, CA; Roy Earl Kilgore, Nipomo, CA; Gerald 

M. Kimball, Gray; Gordon Kimball, Sr., Gray; Dr. Lawrence 
D. Kimball, Jr., Newbury Port, MA; John King, Lakeland, 
FL; Margaret King, Lakeland, FL; Roberta Kirmse, 
Wallingford, CT; James D. Konkel, Portland; Helen Kraul, 
Portland; Mary Twitchell Kushner, West Orange, NJ; 
Barbara L. Kuzyk, Bethel; Harry Kuzyk, Bethel; Jean Post 
Lamphear, Riverwoods, IL; Barbara Lapham, Hanover; 
Dale Lapham, Hanover; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Kay Larson, 
Bethel; E. Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Ellen Little, Dover, MA; 
Stephen Little, Dover, MA; Martha Long, Kingston, NH; 
Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Ramona Lowe, Bethel; Arlene D. 
Lowell, Bethel; Hugh H. Lynch, Bethel; Elmer J. Lyons, 
Hanover; Nancy Lyons, Hanover; Martha Martin, 
Harrison; Dr. Rex Martin, Harrison, Dr. John Mason, 
Bethel; Lynn M. Mason, Bethel; Tracy Mason, Bethel; Fr. 
Donald L. McAllister, Norway; David A. McKivergan, 
Bryant Pond; Grace S. McKivergan, Bryant Pond; Frederick 


McMillin, Bethel; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Pearline 
McMillin, Bethel; Marguerite McNally, Hampden; Nancy 
H. Mercer, Bethel; Marjorie Berry Menzies, Wellesley, MA; 
E. Lee Mills, Locke Mills; Eva Mills, Bryant Pond; Jeffrey N. 
Mills, Rumford; Mary Mills, Locke Mills; Timothy Mills, 
South Paris; Marilyn Mollicone, Augusta; Nina Mollicone, 
Bethel; James Monahan, Bethel; Josephine Monahan, 
Bethel; Patricia Moon, Dover, CO; Joann Mooney, London, 
England; Marcia Moss, Concord, MA; Martha Murphy, 
South Portland; Vicky Myers, Bethel; Danna Nickerson, 
Bethel; George Nickerson, Bethel; George Noll, Bethel; 
John Nordahl, Bethel; Lucy Nordahl, Bethel; Althea Noyes, 
Falmouth; Leslie Noyes, Bethel; Nicholas Noyes, Mechanic 
Falls; Carolyn 0’ Brien, Bethel; Robert O’ Brien, Bethel; 
Michael J. O’Donnell, Bethel; James B. Owen, Bethel; Jean 
K. Owen, Bethel; Alice L. Oyler, San Clemente, CA; Robert 
C. Parente, Boston, MA; Marilyn Robert Parker, Milford, 
CT; Louis Paul, Bethel; Jane Payne, Baltimore, MD; Dr. 
John Payne, Baltimore, MD; Ernest H. Perkins, Bethel; 
Lillian E. Perkins, Bethel; Crawford Perry, Bethel; Therese 
C. Perry, Bethel; Roberta C. Pevear, Rangeley; Jeannette D. 
Pingrey, Selah, WA; Richard H. Pingrey, Selah, WA; 
Archibald Post, Bethel; Persis Post, Bethel; Jeanette S. 
Potsaid, Hanover, MA; Betty Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor L. 
Pugliese, Bethel; Sally Pusey, Haymarket, VA; Wilma Hall 
Quimby, Raymond, NH; Marguerite Quinn, Norway; 
Kenneth H. Ramage, Bethel; Sarah B. Ramage, Bethel; 
Richard D. Rasor, Bethel; Elinor Ritchings, Petersburg, VA; 
Phyllis Roberts, New Castle; Roger E. Robertson, 
Northridge, CA; Margaret Sawyer, Waterford; Mary 
Schexnayder, New Iberia, LA; Dorothy G. Schmidt, 
Augusta; Louise Seames, Locke Mills; Raymond Seames, 
Locke Mills; Stephen T. Seames, Portland; Charles N. 
Seashore, Bethel; Edith W. Seashore, Bethel; Sylvia S. 
Sebelist, Waterford; Basil Sequin, Bryant Pond; Irene 
Sessions, West Bethel; Stephen L. Sessions, Norway; 
Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Brooklin; Dorothy K. Small, 
Biddeford; Arthur E. Smith, Bethel; Betty Ann Smith, 
Bethel; Charles Smith, Harrison; Elizabeth Smith, Bethel; 
Leslie H. Smith, Bethel; Mary Anne Smith, Harrison; Helen 
Ross Staley, Pasadena, MD; Elizabeth Stedman, Ottawa; 
Robert Stedman, Ottawa; Doris Stevens, Rexford, NY; 
Joanne P. Stewart, Portland; Harriet Stowell, Bethel; 
Michael S. Stowell, Lovettsville, VA; Amy Penner Stroud, 
Victor, MT; Jane Chapin Sullivan, Portland; Albert H. 
Taylor, Cumberland Center; G. Dewey Thayer, Bethel; 
Verna Thayer, Bethel; Dr. Taylor Thompson, Boston, MA; 
William M. Throop, Jr., New Canaan, CT; Cheri J. 
Thurston, Bethel; Constance P. Thurston, Bethel; David P. 
Thurston, Bethel; Murray W. Thurston, Bethel; Hope 
Tibbetts, Bethel; Warren Tibbetts, Bethel; Edward J. 
Tremblay, Hendersonville, NC; Roberta M. Tremblay, 
Hendersonville, NC; Dr. John W. Trinward, N. Waterford; 
Margaret G. Trinward, N. Waterford; Myrtle P. Tucker, 
Dover, MA; Sarah S. Tucker, Boston, MA; Valerie Uber, 
Boston, MA; Edmond J. Vachon, Bethel; Sudie Vachon, 
Bethel; Doris Valentine, Bethel; Richard C. Valentine, 
Bethel; Richard Verville, Westborough, MA; Frank Vogt, 
Bethel; Janet Vogt, Bethel; Martha Von Zintl, Bethel; James 
A. Walker, Crestview, FL; Nancy Coe Wells, Upper 
Montclair, NJ; Erland S. Wentzell, West Baldwin; Margaret 
Wentzell, West Baldwin; Virginia Weston, Rumford Center; 
William Weston, Rumford Center; Les Whall, Salt Lake 
City, UT; Elizabeth Whiteman, Willow Grove, PA; Ellen 
Whitney, Bethel; Richard Whitney, Bethel; Nancy Whittier, 
Falmouth; Joan Trapp Wiese, Bethel; Daniel M. Wight, 
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Rumford; F. Owen Wight, Newry; Rosalie Wight, Rumford; 
Ruth Wight, Bethel; Sue L. Wight, Newry; Sylvia Wight, 
Newry; Willard Wight, Newry; Priscilla Wiley, Katonah, NY; 
Barbara Willey, Portsmouth, NH; Waldo ]. Williams, Milan, 
NH; Eleanor L. Wilson, Bryant Pond; Gloria J. Wilson, 
Bethel; Lucia Wilson, Shelburne, NH; Robert Wilson, 
Shelburne, NH; James Yamell, Newry; Joy Yarnell, Newry; 
John York, Lilburn, GA 

Benefactor 

David E. Diano, LaCanada, CA; John J. Fogarasi, APO; 
Mariya Fogarasi, APO; Robert W. Goodwin, Norway; 
Eugene R. Liscombe, Medway; Richard H. Penley, Bethel; 
Wendy E. Penley, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; 
Alice Beatty Weagle, Shrewsbury, MA 

Patron 

John P. Bayerlein, Bethel; Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; 
Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel; Kenneth Bohr, Bethel; Cynthia L. 
Chandler, East Falmouth, MA; Richard S. Chandler, East 
Falmouth, MA; Marta M. Clough, Bethel; William Clough 
III, Bethel; Joan Penley Detter, Sante Fe, NM; Judy A. 
Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Orlando Fraser, Vidalia, GA; Joan 
Howe, Ashton, Ontario; William H. Howe, Ashton, Ontario; 
Dr. James Hudson, N. Edgecombe; Patricia Hudson, N. 
Edgecombe; Rev. Clifford Laws, Kittery Point; Elizabeth 
Laws, Kittery Point; Dr. Edward Martin, Rumford Point; 
Terry Martin, Rumford Point; John McMillin, S. Gardiner; 
Merrilee McMillin, S. Gardiner; H. Heinie Merrill, Bethel; 
Cathy Newell, Bethel; Frances Peabody, Portland; Gordon 
Schexnayder, New Ibera, LA; John Shorb, Bethel; Deborah 
C. Skippon, Thaxton, VA; Thomas A. Stevens, E. 
Greenwich, RI; H. Constance Vautour, W. Bethel; Donald J. 
Voutour, W. Bethel; Joyce Wanger, Rumford; Dr. William 
H. Wanger, Rumford; Andrew Wheeler, Locke Mills; 
Donna Wheeler, Locke Mills; Anne White, Byfield, MA; 
Maynard White, Haverhill, MA; Margaret Wight, Bethel; 
Stephen Wight, Bethel 

Contributing 

Barbara Rich Adams, Lancaster, NH; Nancy C. Adams, 
West Simsbury, CT; Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; 
Carolyn Austin, Bennington, VT; J. Maynard Austin, 
Bennington, VT; Bradley R. Barker, Bethel; Judith J. Barker, 
Bethel; Albert B. Bartlett, Fresno, CA; Elizabeth Hore 
Bartlett, Fresno, CA; Fred S. Bean, Salem, NH; Charles 
Blake, Bethel; Patricia Blake, Bethel; Lillian Kelly Bomhoff, 
Bangor, PA; Larry Brent, Springfield, MO; Mary Brent, 
Springfield, MO; Donald Brooks, Bethel; Eleanor Brooks, 
Bethel; Sarosa M. Brown, North Waterford; Norm Buttrick, 
Freeport; Elsie Clark Carpenter, Winchester, MA; Russell L. 
Carpenter, Winchester, MA; Albert Chapman, Harbert, Ml; 
Martha Clark, Portsmouth, NH; Mary Clyne, Mohawk, NY; 
Carolyn Colby, Bethel; Evelyn R. Collins, New 
Cumberland, PA; Victor L. Coolidge, Bethel; Joanne 
Crounse, Danvers, MA; Phyllis Dock, Bethel; E. Marie 
Dudley, Alexander; John H. Dudley, Alexander; 
Christopher E. Duncan, Baton Rouge, LA; Tammora L. 
Duncan, Batton Rouge, LA; Carol Duplessis, Bethel; 
Richard Duplessis, Bethel; William L. Dyer, Milford, NH; 
Gordon Fish, St. Johnsbury, VT; Charles B. Fobes, 
Portland; Marian Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, Ml; Marguerite 
B. Graham, Bethel; William L. Graham, Bethel; Elizabeth 
Gray, Ithaca, NY; Paul C. Gray, S. Windsor, CT; Stephen W. 
Gray, Ithaca, NY; June Greig, Bethel; Gerald Harrington, 



New Life and honorary members from left to right (front row) are 
Olive Anderson (honorary), Suzanne Bartlett (life), Rosalind Rowe 
Chapman (honorary), Back row, Rodney K. Howe (honorary, Keith 
Bartlett (life), Avery Angevine (life). 

SOCIETY NAMES THREE 
HONORARY MEMBERS 

Three longtime, very active members were honored at 
the January monthly meeting by being presented 
Honorary Membership certificates by Society president 
Charles Raymond. Honorary Membership is the Society’s 
highest membership honor and is reserved for those mem- 
bers past seventy five who have accumulated an outstand- 
ing record of volunteer service to the organization. Olive 
Anderson was cited for her role as a guide in the museum 
for many years, as a member of the Special Projects 
Committee, and a member of the Board of Trustees. She 
has also been a frequent contributor to the Society’s 
Annual Fund campaigns. Rosalind Chapman’s record of 
service goes back to the Society’s founding in 1966. A char- 
ter member, she has been a guide in the museum since it 
opened in 1974 and served on a number of committees. 
Currently she is a veteran member of the Museum 
Committee and is head of the Publications Committee. 
She has presented several programs at Society meetings, 
including histories of Main, Church, and Park streets. She 
has been a very knowledgeable contestant on “So You 
Think You Know Bethel,” and a trustee of the Society. In 
1993, she was honored with the Marjorie MacArthur Noll 
Volunteer Service Award. Rodney Howe has been active in 
the Society for twenty years, helping in various capacities, 
including sawing up trees which have fallen on the proper- 
ty, fixing leaky toilets, thawing pipes, putting up and taking 
down equipment at various Society events, and donating 
wood to keep the fireplaces blazing at Society meetings. 
His most noticeable contribution was the construction 
with his son of the stone wall along the north side of the 
historical society property. 


Bethel; Linda Harrington, Bethel; Florence B. Hathaway, 
Needham, MA; Richard E. Holland, York; Jeffrey G. Howe, 
Boise, ID; Norman Howe, West Hills, CA; Barbara Jackson, 
No. Easton, MA; Arlan Jodrey, Bethel; Eleanor Jodrey, 
Bethel; Jean Kailey, Amelia Island, FL; Paul Kailey, Amelia 
Island, FL; Dorothy Kolbe Bethel; Capt. William Kolbe, 
Bethel; Scott E. Lary, Bangor; Vena G. Larry, Bangor; 
Barbara Lawrence, Concord, NH; Dr. Homer E. Lawrence, 
Concord, NH; Nancy L. Lecompte, Lewiston; Robin Lee, 
Bethel; Claire T. Loranz, Medway, MA; Ann Mason, 

(continued on page 8) 


- 7 - 



(Membership, continued from page 7) 

Gorham; Craig Mason, Gorham, NH; H. Paul McGuire, 
Bethel; Bernard J. Mohr, Portland; Karen Mohr, Portland; 
David Murphy, Bethel; Nancy Murphy, Bethel; Mike 
Nemechek, Glendale, CA; Gerald S. Nessman, Wien, 
Austria; Charles Newell, Bethel; Edward North way, 
Lakewood, CO; Carolyn J. Nygren, Cambridge, MA; Robert 
Olpp, Chatham, NJ; Helen C. Philbrook, Augusta; John 
Quinn, Dunstable, MA; Joan N. Radner, Washington, DC; 
Betsy Raymond, Bethel; Charles Raymond, Bethel; Eric 
Schwarz, Bethel; Lucia Schwarz, Bethel; Dorothy Shirley, 
Portland; Eugenia M. Spalding, Tewksbury, MA; Henry 
Stewart, Boston, MA; Patricia Stewart, Boston, MA; Dexter 
M. Stowell, Bethel; Janet Stowell, Bethel; Richard Taylor, 
Bethel; Sally Rollinson Taylor, Bethel; Robert T. 
Tewksbury, Cibolo, TX; Regina Thek, Seaford, DE; Richard 
E. Thek, Seaford, DE; Susan M. Thompson, Sudbury, 
Ontario; Don Tobin, Bendera, TX; Peggy Tobin, Bandera, 
TX; Janet Todd, Bethel; John Todd, Bethel; Janice 
Twitchell, Haddonfield, NJ; Robert Twitchell, Haddonfield, 
NJ; Jerry Vincent, Bethel; Shireen Vincent, Bethel; Bev. 
Wanlin, Pinole, CA; Ruth Gavin Watson, East Sullivan; 
Donna Lee Wells, Fremont, NH; Paula M. Wight, 
Cumberland; Raymond York, Camatillo, CA; 

Sustaining 

Albert Abbott, Buckfield; Herbert Adams, Portland; Roger 
Adams, W. Simsbury, CT; James Anderson, Newry; Nancy 
Anderson, Bethel; Peter Anderson, Bethel; Mary Amott, 
Keene, NH; Nancy C. Babcock, Bethel; Kathryn Bailey, 
Lewiston; Mary Bakeman, Roseville, MN; Danny H. Barker, 
East Stoneham; Flora Howe Barnes, Gorham; Helena 
Bartlett, Bethel; JoAnn Bauer, So. Weymouth, MA; Karen 
Bean, Bethel; Richard A. Bennett, Norway; Lewis Bissell, 
Jackson, NH; Andrea Blake, Albany, GA; James Blake, 
Albany, GA; Reba H. Bloom, Clinton, NJ; Beatrice Brown, 
Bethel; Bernice Brown, Rumford Center; Geneva H. 
Brown, Norway; Henry A. L. Brown, Warwick, RI; James 
Brown, Bethel; Martha Brown, Bethel; Maxine Brown, 
Oxford; Merton Brown, Bethel; Ida C. Bryant, Bangor; 
Albert Buck, Bethel; Norma Buck, Bethel; Arthur L. Burt, 
Rockville, MD; Stewart Byron, Madison, CT; Carolyn 
Campbell, Bethel; Cathy Canavan, Cool, CA; Clair Berry 
Cantrell, Cumming, GA; Elizabeth A. Carter, Bedford, NH; 
Greg Carter, Bedford, NH; Thomas Carter, Bethel; Joshua 
Chamberlain, Bethel; Franklin S. Chapman, Bethel; Jack 
Chapman, Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, Bethel; John S. 
Clark, Quebec, Canada; Greta Gould Clifford, Cape 
Elizabeth; Ellen Coffin, Norway; Liz Como, Bethel; Ben B. 
Conant, South Paris; Roger Conant, Bethel; Helen 
Connolly, Port Ludlow, WA; Edgar A. Coolidge, Quincy, 
MA; Judith A. Coolidge, Bethel; Carole Crandall, Bethel; 
Richard Crandall, Bethel; Susan Crandall, Bethel; Barbara 
Crocker, Riverside, RI; Roland Crocker, Riverside, RI; Brian 
Dalton, N. Dighton, MA; Rhonda Dalton, N. Dighton, MA; 
John Davis, South Paris; Linda Davis, Bethel; Theodore R. 
Davis, Bethel; Lary Morgan DeFelice, Bohemia, NY; 
Gretchen Dock, Newton, MA; James Dock, Beaverton, OR; 
Nancy Dock, ElCafon, CA; Roger Dock, Glastonbury, CT; 
Dr. Stephen Dock, Greenville, NC; Andrew S. DuPree, E. 
Windsor, NJ; George H. Ellis, Andover; Dr. Horton W. 
Emerson, Jr., Gorham; Natalie C. Fain, Bethel; Richard A. 
Fain, Bethel; Sue Farrar, Bethel; Martha Farrington, 
Oxford; Charlotte Flower Shinn, Hopkins, MN; Betsey S. 
Foster, Portland; Jeffrey J. Frankel, Hanover; Richard 


Fraser, East Poland; Alice Fuller, S. Hamilton, MA; John 
Gagnon, Elliot; Cathy Gansen, Lakeland, CA; Dan Gibbons, 
Cumberland; Clarise Gibson, Bethel; Betty Gilbert, Bethel; 
Paul R. Given, New Gloucester; Jonathan Goldberg, Bethel; 
Christine Greenleafl Bethel; Jeri Greenwell, Bethel; 
Marjorie Greer, Cascade, MT; Sandra M. Gunther, Bethel; 
Charles Haines, Bethel; Charlene Haines, Bethel; Floribel 
B. Haines, Bethel; Fred Haines, Jr., Bethel; George Haines, 
Bethel; John Haines, Locke Mills; Mary Lee Haines, Bethel; 
Nancy Haines, Locke Mills; Elizabeth A. Hall, Centerville, 
MA; Susan Foster Hamill, Richmond, VA; Frances Harding, 
Bethel; Richard Harding, Sr., Bethel; Judith E. Haskell, 
Bethel; Leslie D. Hathaway, Conway, NH; Fred Hayden, 
Mexico; David Heyman, Port Washington, NY; Nadine 
Heyman, Port Washington, NY; Roscoe Hodsdon, 
Roxbury; Christine Holmes, Norfolk, MA; Kerry Mason 
Hood, Seekonk, MA; Virginia Hood, Largo, FL; Frank 
Houghton, Winter Park, FL; Ann Hovey, Portland; 
Christopher J. Hovey, Portland; Alfred F. Howard, 
Manchester; Dustin A. Howe, Bethel; Jennifer Howe, 
Severn, MD; Tanya Howe, Severn, MD; David Ingraham, 
Hacienda Heights, CA; Diane Jones, Fryeburg; Dr. Harold 
S. Jones, Raymond; Eugene L. Kelly, Jr., Bethel; Mary Jo 
Kelly, Bethel; Virginia M. Kelly, Bethel; Earlon Keniston, 
Bethel; Mary C. Keniston, Bethel; Mary Jane Kennedy, 
Orlando, FL; Linda Kiefer, Haverhill, MA; Carroll Kimball, 
Fredrickton, New Brunswick; Evaline Kimball, Bethel; 
Linda A. Knight, Harrison; Andrew L. Labresque, Alcove, 
Canada; Earl Lamoreau, Jr., Bethel; Kathy Lamoreau, 
Bethel; Claire Lary, Willimantic, CT; Douglas Lary, 
Willimantic, CT; Lois Leavitt, Gorham, NH; Reuell Leavitt, 
Gorham, NH; Gloria J. Lewis, Bethel; Mary M. Little, 
Presque Isle; Joan Lovatt, E. Sandwich, MA; James R. Lowe, 
Bethel; H. Merrill Luthe, Portland; Rodney C. Lynch, 
Skowhegan; Carolyn MacDormand, North Hampton, NH; 
Stuart F. Martin, Rumford Point; Howard F. R. Mason, 
Russell, MA; Michael Mattor, Rumford; Renee M. 
McCooey, N. Scituate, RI; Mildred McLain, Bethel; Paul 
McMachon, Middletown, RI; Sharon McNeill, Bethel; Ann 
Mechur, Oak Bluffs, MA; Ronald Mechur, Oak Bluffs, MA; 
John Moody, Sharon, VT; Muriel G. Moore, Wallingford, 
CT; Raymond Moore, Wallingford, CT; Colista Morgan, 
West Paris; Herbert Morton III, Andover, MA; Dan Myers, 
Bethel; Wilbur Myers, Bethel; Andrea Nicholas, Perth 
Andover, NB; Florence Northway, Lakewood, CO; 
Elizabeth O’Meara, Bethel; Marvin Ouwinga, Bethel; 
Tineka Ouwinga, Bethel; Read H. Putnam, Evanston, WY; 
Nancy Pike, Union; Judith L. Ray, Austin, TX; Louise Rice, 
Bethel; William T. Rice, Bethel; Philip W. Richards, 
Sweden; Janet Richardson, Portland; John V. Richardson, 
Athol, MA; Vance Richardson, Portland; John Alley 
Robbins, Richmond; Ned Robertson, DDS, Cleveland 
Heights, OH; Gary Roshto, Bethel; Jackie Roshto, Bethel; 
Mary Grover Rossetti, Dover, MA; Jill C. Rundle, Bethel; 
Joan Rundle, Westford, CT; Louretta H. Russell, Goffstown, 
NH; William J. Russell, Goffstown, NH; Ruth Scribner, 
Buckfield; Kirk Siegel, Bethel; Martha Siegel, Bethel; 
Donna T. Smart, Salt Lake City, UT; A. Jesse Smith, 
Haverhill, MA; Dan Smith, Bethel; Dennis E. Smith, Bethel; 
Evelyn Smith, South Paris; Helen A. Smith, Cedar Falls, LA; 
James E. Smith, San Mateo, CA; James O. Smith, South 
Paris; Gloria Snyder, West Bethel; Ronald Snyder, West 
Bethel; Warren Steams, Hanover; Jonathan H. Stowell, 
Shirley, MA; Rowena Stowell, Shirley, MA; Susan B. 
Strange, Potomac, MD; Gretchen Strauss, North 
Waterford; Glenn E. Swan, Mexico; Eunice Sysco, Bethel; 
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Sigmund Sysco, Bethel; Arthur R. Taylor, Bethel; Charles I. 
Thayer, Bangor; Dixie-Lea Thayer, Bangor; James A. 
Thompson, Eden, NC; Peter J. Tommila, Hawaian 
Gardens, CA; Jane Kilgore Torrence, Huntington Bch, CA; 
Barry E. Tracy, Brooklyn, NY; Steven Tripp, Eliot; Bruce R. 
Rucker, Alfred; Donald C. Urban, Chestertown; Mark E. 
Vail, Salt Lake City, UT; Lauretta C. Varo, Bethel; Dan Vogt, 
Colchester, VT; Donald B. Wales, Salem, OR; Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas P. Wall, Jr., Nashville, TN; Andrew Wheeler, Locke 
Mills; Roger Wheeler, Bethel; Muriel Whitney, Auburn; 
Dorothy C. Wilson, Orono; Rick Wilzius, Bethel; Walter 
Wright, Brunswick 

Senior 

Marjorie Anderson, Topsham; Carroll P. Bailey, Lewiston; 
Elizabeth M. Bailey, Bethel; Elizabeth Baker, Rumford 
Point; Dorothy West Bargar, Uhrichsville, OH; Lillian 
Bartlett, Bethel; Dulcie Bean, Williamsburg, VA; John Bean, 
Williamsburg, VA; Lois Beaudoin, Berlin, NH; Bessie 
Bennett, Peru; Eleanor V. Bestick, Braintree, MA; Mary 
Billings, Bryant Pond; Elizabeth F. Blake, Bethel; Rev. 
Raymond Bradley, Jr., Riverside, RI; Sally Brown Bradley, 
Riverside, Rl; Caroline M. Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; 
Doris Brown, Bethel; Edwin Brown, Bethel; Ethel B. 
Carpenter, West Lebanon, NH; Lyndell Carter, Bethel; 
Patricia Carter, Bethel; Richard Carter, Bethel; Beverly 
Cassara, Bethel; Ernest Cassara, Bethel; Carol S. Caulkins, 
West Ossipee, NH; Jeannette Clifford, South Paris; Adaline 
Clough, Bethel; Louise B. Clough, Concord, NH; Irene M. 
Cole, Waltham, MA; Edith Coolidge, Bethel; Justin A. 
Cooper, Longwood, FL; Albert Cotton, Bethel; Ruth Cox, 
Bryant Pond; Ruth H. Cummings, Bethel; Vivian Daicy, 
Portland; Alice Davis, Cheshire, MA; Jerrold N. Davis, 
Cheshire, MA; Mildred Dickson, Buckfield; Ruth Dobson, 
Hopkinton, NH; Gayland Dooen, Bethel; Mary Dooen, 
Bethel; Elizabeth Dunbar Duplisea, Gray; Marianne H. 
Durgin, Belmont, MA; Burton Alvah Emerson, Falls 
Church, VA; Ruby Emery, Bryant Pond; Jessie Fairbanks, 
Bethel; Mervin Fairbanks, Bethel; Barbara Fergerson, 
Hanover; Norm Fergerson, Hanover; Joanne P. Fortier, 
Windham; Marion M. Foskett, St. Petersburg, FL; Robert 
Chapman Foster, III, East Boothbay; Louise Franklyn, 
Bethel; Wendell Franklyn, Bethel; Jane Gibson, West Paris; 
William H. Gibson, West Paris; Arthur Gilbert, West Bethel; 
Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel; Donald R. Goodenough, 
Trenton, NJ; Celia Gorman, Bethel; Alice Tyler Gray, 
Sebago Lake; Beatrice Grover, Bethel; Jean Grover, Locke 
Mills; Charles G. Hamlin, Longmeadow, MA; Kathryn D. 
Hamlin, Longmeadow, MA; Marilyn M. Hammel, Tampa, 
FL; Clayton E. Heath, Norway; Helen Heath, Norway; 
Edward Hitchcock, Bethel; Elizabeth T. Hitchcock, Bethel; 
Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel; Richard C. Hoeh, Bethel; Kathleen 
Holden, West Paris; Lucille Holman, Dixfield; Lyman 
Holman, Dixfield; Dr. Ann S. Howard, Scarborough; 
Patricia M. Hughes, Rumford Point; Marita Hunton, 
Norway; Lee Hutchins, Bethel; Virginia Hutchins, Bethel, 
Irene Hutchinson, Dixfield; R. Douglas Hutchinson, 
Dixfield; Vernon Leland Ingraham, Marian, MA; Mildred 
Jackson, Bethel; Clifton Jackson, Wallingford, CT; Grace 
Jackson, Wallingford, CT; Eleanor Johnson, Portland; 
, Frances E. Jordan, Poland; Dene Kaufner, Redding, CA; 
Alice Kimball, Bethel; Herbert Kittredge, Hanover; Ruth 
Kittredge, Hanover; Thelma B. Knight, Montpelier, VT; 
Firsteen Lane, Vacaville, CA; Claire Lary, Willimantic, CT; 
Douglas Lary, Willimantic, CT; Edith Lawrence, Portland; 
Harold M. Lawrence, Portland; James H. Locke, Topeka, 



Society life member Stephen T. Seams (standing) presents a 
genealogical seminar, sponsored by the Society on April 30. Among 
the topics covered were the use of deed and probate records, effi- 
cient record-keeping methods, and standards in compiling 
genealogies for publications. 

KS; Stanley Lord, Bethel; Joan Lovatt, E. Sandwich, MA; 
Alfred W. Lovejoy, Matlacha, FL; Mary Lovejoy, West Paris; 
Mary March, Bridgton; Shirley M. Matero, South Paris; 
Wildo A. Matero, South Paris; Mama McGinniss, Bethel; 
Ruth C. McGuyre, Wichita, KS; Caroline O. Merrill, Bethel; 
Jean Mills, Bethel; Esther Mitchell, Boothbay; Patricia 
Moore, Fresno, CA; Grace Morrill, Bethel; Ruby Mott; 
Meriden, CT; Dorothy Mulroy, Wellesley, MA; Evelyn 
Nickerson, Bethel; John Nowlin, Bethel; Yvonne Nowlin, 
Bethel; Florence O’Connor, West Paris; Beverly Onofrio, 
Central Falls, RI; Mansfield Packard, Locke Mills; Gilman 
Page, Frenchville; Winifred Page, Frenchville; Earlon 
Paine, Bethel; Mary Paine, Bethel; Marian Tobey Perkins, 
Unity; Eunice G. Powell, Hanover; Fourtin Powell, 
RockJand; Harold R. Powell, Hanover; Shirley Powell, 
Rockland; Norman Putnam, Bethel; Avis M. Rand, 
Bridgton; Charles A. Richey, Littleton, NH; Violet Richey, 
Littleton, NH; Beatrice R. Ritter, Torrington, CT; John Alley 
Robbins, Jr., Richmond; Elizabeth Robertson, Bethel; 
Henry Robertson, Bethel; Adelaid Robinson, 
Yarmouthport, MA; David H. Robinson, Yarmouthport, 
MA; Lillian A. Rose, Portsmouth, NH; Edith D. Russell, 
Brownfield; Ruth B. Salo, South Paris; Charles J. Sherman, 
Pottersville, CA; Margaret L. Sibert, Vineyard Haven, MA; 
Ruth Silver, Bethel; Charles Smith, Bethel; Pauline Smith, 
Bethel; Ruth Sorofman, Las Vegas, NV; Robert D. Stoddard, 
Merrimack, NH; E. Alta Sturgis, South Portland; Joan C. 
Swallow, St. Johnsbury, VT; Martha E. Sweatt, Bethel; Myra 
Cole Taranto, Waltham, MA; Paul W. Taylor, Nashua, NH; 
Dr. Mary A. Telfer, Media, PA; Clara H. Thurston, North 
Fryeburg; Althea Tucker, Rumford Point; Frances Usenik, 
Washington, DC; Mary Valentine, Bethel; Geraldine Grover 
Vangsness, Wanamingo, MN; Marguerite C. Varney, 
Livermore; Virginia Walker, Bethel; Shirley Welch, 
Brownfield; Barbara Wheeler, Bethel; Mary Wheeler, 
Bethel; Margaret Wheeler, Bethel; Thomas Wheeler, 
Bethel; Maynard White, Haverhill, MA; Harriet Whitten, 
Scarborough; Wendell Whitten, Scarborough; Doris F. 
Wilkins, Clearwater, FL; Marie E. Witter, Bethel; Robert 
Young, Essex, MA 

Student 

Jeff Angevine, Bethel; Jedd Brown, Bethel; Paige Brown, 
Bethel; Phoebe Brown, Bethel; Adam Chamberlin, Bethel; 
Zachary Chamberlin, Bethel; Jessica Coolidge, Bethel; 
Sarah Coolidge, Bethel; Victoria Coolidge, Bethel; Jarrod S. 
Crockett, Locke Mills; Justin Gilbert, Bethel; Christopher 

(continued on page 10) 
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Hart, Bangor; Eiranne Hart, Bangor; Alyssa Howe, Bethel; 
Rebekah Howe, Bethel; Chrissy Liscombe, Medway, MA; 
Eli Mann, Bethel; Cassie Mason, Bethel; Hali Mechur, Oak 
Bluff, MA; Cherilyn Myers, Bethel; Clint Myers, Bethel; 
Kate Nickerson, Bethel; Catherine Smith, Hingham, MA; 
Sarah Vedella, Bethel 

Individual Preference 

Donald Bennett, Bethel; Katherine L. Bennett, Bethel; Carl 
Brooks, West Paris; Guy Butler, Millinocket; Eva 
Crumpton, Oxford; John R. Crumpton, Jr., Oxford; Freda 
Davis, Bethel; Sally Eagle, Carpinteria, CA; Thomas B. 
Johnson, Bridgton; Michael Klotzer, Switzerland; D. A. 
Larson, Malden, WA; Donald Marrer, Penfield, NY; Helen 
L. Mason, Springvale; Sidney F. Mason, Springvale; G. 
Barry McMennamin, New Canaan, CT; Marilynn S. 
McMennamin, New Canaan, CT; Jean Ness, Auburn; 
Norman Ness, Jr., Auburn; Frances Peabody, Portland; 
Patricia Quimette, West Springfield, MA; Olive Risco, 
Bryant Pond; Charles M. Thing, Topsfield, MA; Gertrude D. 
Urquhart, Dartmouth, NS; Richard W. Wiley, Jr., Laconia, 
NH 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Bradley and Judy Barker, Bethel 
Dr. Robert and Allidah lies, Andover 
Virginia Merrill, Solon 
Douglas M. Swett, Center Conway, NH 

THE BETHEL SOLDIERS OF ‘61 

From the pages of the OXFORD COUNTY ADVERTISER, 
7 May 1886, compiled by Judge C. F. Whitman of Norway. 

The country over which the union troops passed was 
strewn with blankets, coats, haversacks, and everything 
else nearly except guns. The soldiers of the Fifth Maine 
were fortunate in their run to move through a wooded 
country. They finally passed out ofthe woods and into 
open plains. The enemy was posted in a piece of wood in 
their immediate front. Here they halted and were formed 
in line of battle. About a third of the men had stood the 
run. As they went to the front the famous Ellsworth 
Zouaves passed them on their way to the rear. There were 
about thirty men in the Bethel Company. Not a rebel was 
in sight, but the shot and shell were passing through the air 
over their heads. The tide of the battle had already turned 
when they arrived, and they had scarcely fired two or three 
rounds before the order to fall back was given. They 
camped at Centerville that night, during which time they 
had orders to fall back to Alexandria. They got breakfast at 
Fairfax Court house and continued on their march through 
a rain storm during the day to the vicinity of Washington. 
John Shackley of Capt. Edwards’ Company was wounded 
in the heel. He carried the ball to Alexandria before it was 
extracted. Levi W. Towle was reported as missing, but as he 
was never heard of afterward it is fair to presume that he 
was killed. W. B. Robinson and Charlie Freeman were cap- 
tured and confined in the famous Libby Prison. Among the 
laughable things told of some of the Union soldiers on the 
retreat from Bull Run is an incident connected with a 
Maine Soldier, who said he got orders to fall back, and as 
he had received none to stop he had fallen back to Maine. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 


REFLECTIONS OF A HALF CENTURY 

(continued from the last issue) 
by Leslie E. Davis 

I believe that it was about the year 1935 that Lilia 
Coleman died of a cerebral hemorrhage at the Joe 
Chapman house in Grafton where she had kept house for 
Joe Chapman and Arthur Farrar for so many years. 

After her death, Joe got along alone for a while, then dur- 
ing the first summer after her death, Joe got Hugh Murray 
of Portland to come and stay with him. Murray was par- 
tially crippled with lameness or partial paralysis of his legs 
and had to use two canes to get around but he was able to 
manage the house for himself and Joe for a year or so. 

I think that it was during the summer of 1937 that 
Murray had to go back to Portland with his daughter as he 
got unable to get around by himself. Not long after he left, 
Joe had a sore break out near one of his armpits which Dr. 
Tibbetts, who treated him, believed to be a cancer. I car- 
ried Joe to Lewiston from Grafton about twice a week for a 
while so that he could be given X-Ray treatment for it, and 
later, since there seemed to be no one to look after him I 
had him come out to Bethel to stay with us so that he could 
get the care he needed. He stayed with us until he died that 
same year. It was a deep internal chest cancer that finally 
destroyed an artery from which he bled to death. He was 
buried in Grafton. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 


SOCIETY LAUNCHES 
1994 ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGN 

Howard W. Cole, chairman of the Society’s 1994 
Annual Fund Campaign, announces that he and 
committee, Barbara D. Brown, John B. Head, Alden T. 
Kennett, and E. Louise Lincoln, are asking all mem- 
bers and friends of the Society to contribute to the 
1994 drive. Each year the committee solicits tax- 
deductible contributions from more than 1200 mem- 
bers and friends of the Society to go “the extra mile” 
in assisting the Society to carry on its wide range of 
programs and projects in local and regional history. 

The Society serves several thousand members and 
visitors each year with museum tours, research assis- 
tance, meetings, workshops, lectures, exhibits, spe- 
cial events, school programs, and publications. It iso 
maintains and operates its headquarters, the Dr. 
Moses Mason House, built in 1813. To do all these 
things and more, a strong financial base is necessary. 
The Annual Fund helps insure all of these things hap- 
pen and that the Society will continue to grow and 
develop in the future. 

Those wishing to make contributions in honor 
of/ in memory of an individual or individuals should 
send them to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, Maine 
04217-0012. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Marriage Returns of Oxford County, Maine, Prior to 1892. 
Edited by Rev. Donald L. McAllister and Lucille E. Naas. 
Camden, Me.: Picton Press, 1993. Maine Genealogical 
. — „ Society Special Publication No. 16. vi & 345 pp., index. 
$39.50. 

The Maine Genealogical Society, in cooperation with 
Picton Press of Camden, Maine, initiated a series of “spe- 
cial publications” several years ago in an effort to make 
important collections of previously unpublished materials 
available to family historians. One of the more noteworthy 
volumes to appear recently, and one which holds particu- 
lar interest for those tracing western Maine families, is 
Marriage Returns of Oxford County, Maine, Prior to 1892, 
transcribed by Rev. Don McAllister and Lucille Naas, both 
residents of Norway, Maine. This well-arranged book is 
sure to become a standard source for genealogical 
research in the future. 

A three-page introduction by the publisher sets the 
scene for the extensive marriage records which take up 
most of the book (there are over one hundred pages devot- 
ed to the very useful “every name index”). Important for an 
understanding of Maine county marriage records in gener- 
al, this introduction explains in detail why Oxford County’s 
marriage returns exist only for the years 1828 to 1891. Here 
we also learn that, though for many years town clerks in 
Maine were required to send records of marriage to the 
clerk of the Judicial Court of their respective county, there 
were occasions when they failed to do so. The lack of an 
individual marriage return at the county level may indicate 
that the town clerk omitted a marriage from the list sent, 
that a list for a-specific year was not sent at all, or that the 
marriage occurred outside the county. Of course, there 
were numerous occasions when marriages were not 
reported to the town clerks by the ministers or Justice of 
the Peace. For example, in Bethel, certain marriages per- 

(continued on back page) 


EDITOR’S CORNER 

This issue celebrates twenty years of solid growth 
since the Society moved into the Dr. Moses Mason 
House in May 1974. What an active period it was 
between the time I came aboard in May and our July 
10th dedication. I well remember the 12-14 hour days, 
seven days a week as we succeeded in setting up a 
working museum and operating historical society in a 
few weeks. Many volunteers made that possible and 
quite a few are still with us today. 

The chronology published in this issue only includes 
some of the highlights. Each year has been a real 
adventure and a challenge. There have been many 
successes too numerous to mention, all made possible 
by dedicated members and volunteers. This issue hon- 
ors all who have made the Society such a success. 

SRH 


IN MEMORIAM 

Died January 11, 1994, Shirley Hodsdon, senior member 
since 1990 

Died January 28, 1994, Anthony L. Pugliese, life member 
since 1981 

Died February 13, 1994, Ruby Mott, sustaining member 
since 1986 

Died February 23, 1994, Ferroll P. Witter, senior member 
since 1993 

Died March 22, 1994, Richard Davis, life member since 
1992 

Died May 15, 1994, Gerald Harrington, contributing mem- 
ber since 1990 


Join the Bethel Historical Society, Western Maine's historical research center. 

Membership in the Society entitles you to: 


1. free admission to the museum 

5. quarterly publication. The Bethel Courier 

2. special discounts in the museum store 

6. reduced course fees 

3. preferred rate for meeting room rental 

7. voting rights in the Society 

4. special library and archival privileges 

8. special invitations to Society events 

(Please Print) 


Name 


Address 



Signature 

Please check appropriate category and send your remittance to: P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012 

Sustaining (Individual) - $10 

Life over 55 years (Individual) - $75 

Contributing - $20 

Life over 55 years (Couple) - $125 

Patron - $30 

Life under 55 years (Individual) - $150 

Benefactor - $40 

Life under 55 years (Couple) - $200 

Student (under 18 years) - $3 

Individual Preference (any amount over $10) 

Senior (over 55 years) - $5 

Corporate - $50 
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(Book Review, continued from page 1 1) 

formed by the Rev. David Garland are known only 
through his personal record book (in the Society’s collec- 
tions); surprisingly, there are Bethel marriages in this 
Oxford County volume that do not appear in the “official” 
vital records for the town. 

Rev. McAllister, a Society member, and Lucille Naas 
received permission several years ago from the Oxford 
County Commissioners to transcribe and publish the 
county’s marriage returns, which are recorded in three 
volumes now kept in the Commissioners’ office. As pub- 
lished, the records include reference to original headings 
and page numbers, the date of marriage, the names of the 
husband and wife, and the name of the person perform- 
ing or recording the union. The inclusion of records for 
towns once in Oxford County, but later set off to Franklin 
and Androscoggin counties, makes this one-volume 
source particularly valuable. Though it cannot be consid- 
ered a comprehensive listing of marriages for Oxford 
County (none exists), this book will soon prove to be 
indispensable. 

Randall H. Bennett 
Curator of Collections 


Dr. Moses Mason House 

Hours, Monday - Friday, 10 AM - 4 PM 

and by appointment 

July and August 

Hours, Tuesday - Sunday 1-4 PM 
Closed Monday 
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